URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


OF 

EAST  & WEST  MOLESEY. 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

1897. 


W.  Drewett  and  Sons,  Printers, 
Walton  Road,  East  Molesey, 
and  Kingston-on-Thames. 
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Area  in  Acres 

. . . 

1,518. 

Population  (last  census) 

. . . 

5-396- 

Population  (estimated  to 

middle 

of 

June,  1897.) 

6,290. 

Death  Rate 

1176  per  1,000. 

Birth  Rate 

2177  ,, 

5 5 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•31  » 

5 > 

Infantile  Mortality  145*59  per  1,000  Births 

Registered. 


Hrntual  iReport  of  tbe  flfcebtcal  ©fficer 
of  Ibealtb  fot*  1897. 


East  Molesey, 

Surrey, 

February,  1898. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
East  & West  Molesey  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1897. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  1,444  acres  of  land 
and  74  of  water  : the  population  at  the  last  census 
was  5,396,  and  is  estimated  to  have  been  6,290  at 
the  middle  of  the  year. 

Mortality. 

Number  of  Deaths  in  1895  ...  ...  73 

>>  ,,  n 1896 60 

» „ ,,  1897  ...  ...  76 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  there  were 
more  deaths  in  1897  than  in  either  of  the  two 
previous  years.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
decease  of  so  many  old  persons,  there  being 
26  who  had  exceeded  the  age  of  65.  Of  these,  15 
were  actually  over  the  age  of  70,  and  8 over  80  years 
of  age.  Sixty-six  deaths  took  place  in  East  Molesey 
Ward,  and  10  in  West.  There  were  8 inquests 
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held  : 4 persons  died  in  the  district  who  did  not 
belong  to  it,  and  one  (at  Brookwood  Asylum)  a 
person  who  formerly  resided  here.  The  death-rate 
may  thus  be  taken  to  be  at  the  rate  of  1 1 *76  per  1 ,000 
of  the  estimated  population.  There  were  but  2 
deaths  from  zymotic  diseases — one  of  Typhoid  and 
the  other  of  Measles — which  gives  a zymotic  death- 
rate  of  31*  per  1,000  : last  year  it  was  '97  per  1,000, 
and  the  year  before  1*33. 

The  infantile  mortality  (under  one  year  of  age) 
is  at  the  rate  of  145-59  per  1,000  births  registered. 

Births. 

Number  of  Births  in  1895  ...  ...  140 

n „ » 1896 151 

» » „ 1897 I37 

The  number  of  births  is  slightly  below  the 
average  and  comprises  75  males  and  62  females. 
The  birth-rate  is  21*77  per  1,000,  which  gives  an 
increase  of  births  over  deaths  at  the  rate  of  io*oi 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Twenty  cases  in  all  were  notified  during  the 
year,  of  which  7 were  of  Scarlatina,  5 of  Diphtheria, 
5 of  Typhoid  and  3 of  Erysipelas.  These  figures 
speak  for  themselves  as  to  the  freedom  of  our 
District  from  disease  of  a notifiable  disorder,  and 
taken  with  the  small  zymotic  death-rate  are 
exceedingly  satisfactory.  The  numbers  notified 
during  the  two  previous  years  were  34  and  23 
respectively.  We  have  still  no  Isolation  Hospital, 
nor  does  it  appear  that  one  is  wanted  very  urgently. 
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Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  have  been 
practically  absent. 

Public  Schools. 

The  Voluntary  Schools  in  East  Molesey  have 
been  almost  free  from  epidemic  disease  through- 
out the  year,  but  it  is  imperative  that  their 
existing  Sanitary  arrangements  be  altered  and  that 
they  be  connected  with  the  Main  Sewer,  those  at 
the  Girls’  School  being  particularly  bad. 

At  the  West  Molesey  Board  Schools  there  was 
a slight  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the  summer, 
promptly  stopped  by  the  isolation  of  the  infected 
families. 

The  Sanitary  arrangements  here  are  distinctly 
better  than  in  the  East  Molesey  Schools. 

Dairies,  Bakehouses,  & Slaughter-houses. 

These  have  been  systematically  inspected,  and 
reported  on.  Their  sanitary  conditions,  generally, 
have  been  decidedly  improved  since  the  system  of 
main-drainage  came  into  vogue. 

Sewerage. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  appended  report  of 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  820  houses  are  now 
connected  to  the  main  sewers,  and  117  of  these 
were  done  during  the  past  year.  The  average 
amount  of  sewage  treated  at  the  works  at  West 
Molesey  is  about  100,000  gallons  per  diem,  the 
maximum  quantity  having  been  111,375  gallons. 

The  disposal  site  has  been  greatly  improved 
during  the  year  and  the  scheme  will  undoubtedly 
work  well,  for  there  is  every  facility  for  its  so  doing. 
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West  Molesey  still  adopts  the  cesspool  sytem, 
to  me,  a source  of  regret,  seeing  that  it  can  so 
easily  be  remedied  by  connection  with  the  East 
Molesey  disposal  works.  Especially  so  considering 
the  fact  that  our  water  supplies  are  liable  to  be 
contaminated  by  sewage  matter,  and  because  the 
West  Molesey  Ward  is  distinctly  behind  the  times 
in  the  matter  of  up-to-date  sanitation. 

A portion  of  the  surface  water  drainage  scheme 
having  been  completed,  and  other  improvements 
effected,  you  may,  I think,  congratulate  your- 
selves that,  with  the  low  death-rate  and  very 
low  zymotic  mortality,  the  District  is  a very  healthy 
suburban  one,  and  a desirable  residential  neighbour- 
hood from  a health  point  of  view. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  J.  KNOX, 

M.A.,  M.B.  & B.C.  Cantab., 
M.R.C.S  & L.R.C.P. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1897. 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY. 

Number  of  premises  inspected  under  Section 
92  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  ...  121 

Number  of  Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  59 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  without 
being  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Authority...  13 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  ...  v ...  ...  ...  46 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  after  report  38 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  Sanitary 
Authority,  but  yet  remaining  to  be  remedied 
December  31st,  1897  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  statutory  Notices  served  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  abatement 
of  Nuisances. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  infectious 

disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

EAST  SVSOLESEY. 

Total  number  of  Houses  connected  to  the 
New  Main  Sewers  up  to  and  including 
December  31st,  1897  ...  ...  ...  820 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  the  New 

Main  Sewers  during  the  year  1897  ...  117 

WEST  MOLESEY. 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  the  New 

Main  Sewers  during  the  year  1897  ...  2 

(Signed)  JNO.  STEVENSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

February  9th,  1898. 
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Mortality  from  Subjoined  Causes , Distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under 
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NAME  OF  LOCALITY. 

East  and 

West  Molesey  •• 

Totals  . . 

Deaths  occurring  outside 
the  district  among  persons 
belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  occurring  within 
the  district  among  persons 
not  belonging  thereto. 

Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or 

DiviSION  TO  WHICH  THIS  RETURN  RELATES. 


Area  in  Acres  1,518.  Population  (1891)  5,396. 
Population  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1897)  6,290. 

Death  Rates. 

General  11*76  per  1,000  Population,  estimated 
to  middle  of  1897. 

Infant  (under  one  year  of  age)  145*59  per 
1,000  Births  Registered. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming’  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during’  the  year  1897,  in  the  EAST  AND  WEST 
Q MOLESEY  Urban  District,  classified  according5  to  Diseases,  Ag’es  and  Localities. 
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Totals  . 

State  here  whether  “ Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ” is  compulsory  in  the  District. — Yes.  Since  when  ?— January,  1890. 


